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Papers and panels are invited to the inferdisciplinary conference

“Energy and th'e Question of," Investment”, which will take place in

Warsaw from . The conference, organized by

the Faculty of | Artes leerales at the University of Warsaw (Poland),

is part of the Technology c:ind Socialization” project directed by the
Techno-Humdlnities lab. |

Georges Bq'l’raille's ambj’;ious and dark thesis suggests that the
essence of sillxiety is not |i';1c|< but excess and that this excess produces
losses, whether of war/ or conspicuous consumption, which ensure
their wtc:llty From this formulc: which, according to Bataille, applies
to the genlleral econollmy, the idea of excess and waste is constantly
worth thirljllking throq.éh and applied to the emotional and material
economy:;'l We seellr'i'u to be on the threshold of the necessity of
rethinkinlé energy Ipi';nd its relationship to life at all levels. It is not just

about, d'nd we arg not only asking about, the types of energy that are
/

necessqry for our life - fossil energy, oil, solar energy, renewable

energy, but olso our libidinal energy, which is necessary for all

investments in/ ||fe.
|

In thinking about the energies and future libidinal investments of man,
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we would like to‘I bypass the sirﬁple hypotheses according to which
death drive lies Wlthm the life drwe and describe drive-based excess,
the overflowing pf the drives, qs a true collective suicide, in which like
lemmings who,lpushmg and showng in large numbers, fall off the
edge of cliffs, humam’ry itself |s in the course of unconsciously rushing
towards deoth Certainly, copﬁahsm has liberated what lies buried
deep within m and that moves it with all its energy: the death drive.
- We do not deny that cc:pﬂc:hsm is a particular moment in human
. history in whlch technics | and science are perverted towards the
| over produc’rm’ry of |abou’r But we ask: do these statements about

. capitalism ekhuust the spfectrum of knowledge and analysis about the

future of hurncm RSy and investment?

| As strlkmg Ias the ancly5|s of contemporary capitalism may be, they
. are not cqnvmcmg, f¢>r it confuses the accursed share analysed by
. Bataille V?*]fh consurperlst waste. Quite unlike the unbinding of the
destrucﬁvl,ila drives by calculation, characteristic of unbridled
cc:pitc:|islflln, Bqtci”?’;s general economy affirms incalculability — where

the surp'llus ins’reé:d of submitting to calculation in reinvestment, is
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sacr:f;ced and no’r simply destroyed. We ask in this context: is man
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cau%ht up in the morbid fendency of capitalism? What does it mean

that he does pot just accumulate wealth, but also, above all, negative
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goods, wogt'e destroying more than he accumulates? Does all
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investment  require abandoning immediate  destruction and

consumption and allowing deferred action and greater future

consumption? |

Max Weber c:réued in 1905 [n The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism thoh'll”fhe impulse tquI) acquisition, pursuit of gain, of money,
of the greatest posmble amoun’r of money, has in itself nothing to do
with capltallsm Accordmg to Weber, capitalism may even be
| identical to res’rrc:mt or at Ieast tempering, in this irrational impulse.
. “But copatohsm Weber Wrote is identical with the pursuit of profit,
—— !ForeveruI renewed proflf by means of continuous, rational,
ll capitalistic elnterprlse These claims seem to be seconded today by
. the words t?f Adrian Johns’ron who claims that capitalism's "infinite
greed" demands ’rhaj individuals sacrifice their pleasures, their
- well- bemg; and even #hemselves to serve in human capital. Johnston

. argues that in cc:pltuhsm, we are all subject to the imperative fo

accumulate in peflpetuity without limits and disregard all the

consequences.
.I |l|
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We intend to ask/ with particular care during the conference: what is
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invéstment m general? On the one hand, we doubt that what
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Freu theorizes as investment, under the name of Besetzung
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(cathexis), consists simply of deferring to much greater future
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the satisfaction o’f the drives led "IFreud to introduce sublimation as a
condition of all |hvestment inan| ob|ect of desire. On the other hand,
| we have rec:sorq to doubt that The libidinal economy of the drives is
| reducible to what economists Presen’r as an economic investment that
| more closely reléembles specu:lllation about the future than investment.
| For, in fact, it is=;high|y debctai:ﬂe whether an investment is undertaken
for the purpose of future destruchon In economics or Freudian theory,
. investment - c:s Besefzung — is, instead, undertaken in order to
| construct the | fu’rure. Cathqxls means the act of arresting, the act of

- retaining, of conserving, the act of intercepting or of containing.
|

. Asa result,.' we claim tﬁlot any new critique of political economy
| should con$’r|’ru’re a new economy, not of the morality of capitalism.
For this, we should rec:d Adam Smith’s The Theory of Moral
'. Senhmentsf, along wqh Spinoza, Marx, Nietzsche and Freud, in the
. Menty-firs*-century cc';ntexf that is, faced with what none of these

authors cou|d ever "have known or even imagined. The polifical

economy must ba an economy of moral sentiments that includes

.'

Bataille’s s general economy questions and Freud's libidinal economy.
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As such ’roclc:y*s capitalist economy is subject to a mortifying
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comgutahonql totalization that makes sublimation impossible, which
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it replaces by takeover bids and later by the short circuits to which the
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d:sruphon strqtegles give rise. In such an energy-wasting economy, it
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becomes possible to accrue hugé profits, but at the cost of destroying
what they explo:t as surely as the barbarians who formerly invaded

civilized terr:’rones would ruin ’rhem by plundering them.

Presentations c:re expected to Icst 20 to 30 minutes. Please send
abstracts of up o 300 words, attached in a Word document, with a
short bio to technologyandsotlal|zahon@gma|| com by 3( ber
2025. Should you need cm,y further information, do not hesitate to
contact us at the same emcul address. All information about the
conference dnd the * Techno|ogy and Socialization” project can be
found here. IIJWe are |oo!<|ng forward to your participation and fo

[

hosting you in Warsaw.

; / Organizing Committee:
| Professor Szymon Wrébel
| f Dr Krzysztof Skonieczny

, Dr Katarzyna Szafranowska
;"': Mgr Adam Cichon

0 VB

Pl



mailto:technologyandsocialization@gmail.com
https://technologyandsocialization.al.uw.edu.pl/

